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DEVELOPMENTAL LANGUAGE DISORDER 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [5.21 pm]: Tonight I rise to raise awareness of Developmental 
Language Disorder, more commonly known as DLD. Members may or may not be aware that DLD affects 
approximately seven per cent of the population, or one in 14 children. Essentially, a child who is diagnosed with DLD 
has significant difficulty acquiring their own language and communicating with others, and has challenges in 
understanding what other people say. Members would appreciate that this can and does present significant challenges 
and barriers for these children, making it very difficult for them to engage in everyday activities with others and 
to join in conversation with family and friends, and significantly impacts their overall learning. All this can lead 
to feelings of loneliness and exclusion, which obviously can have a significant impact on a child’s overall health 
and wellbeing, as well as their learning outcomes. 

In recognition of this, what we do know is that the early identification of DLD is critical. Members who have been 
in this place for some time would know that I have on many occasions talked about the importance of both early 
identification and early intervention for issues that surround learning difficulties for children. It is far better to identify 
the challenges that children may face early on in their lives as opposed to later on when they are 14 or 15 years 
old and face far more significant challenges. Although we cannot necessarily change the situation that a child finds 
themselves in, putting in place positive strategies at an early age can have a significant and positive outcome. In that 
regard, with respect to DLD, putting strategies in place through the support of speech and language pathologists, 
specialist teachers and, of course, family members and other support networks can have a significant and positive 
long-term impact on that child’s ability to learn new concepts, which we all know is critically important for that 
child to develop to their fullest potential, as I have just mentioned. 

Western Australia has five language development centres and being a part of those centres is highly sought after. 
Last week I had the pleasure of visiting the North East Metropolitan Language Development Centre in Dianella. 
My East Metropolitan colleagues Hon Samantha Rowe and Hon Alanna Clohesy were also in attendance. There 
was a great fair. Hon Samantha Rowe and I participated in a little bake-off. 

Hon Samantha Rowe: It was a friendly bake-off, but I still won. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I will leave it up to Hon Alanna Clohesy to tell us who won that one, but that might 
be a speech for another night! 

The visit occurred on Developmental Language Disorder Awareness Day, which is now recognised on 18 October 
each year. I thank the centre, and I am sure my colleagues would like to do the same, and I thank its highly motivated 
and committed staff who took some time to share with me the issues confronting children with DLD. They also 
told me a little more about the invaluable work they do not only at the centre, but also through the outreach services 
they provide to mainstream schools to help develop teachers’ capacities and interventions to deliver oral language 
instruction for students, most particularly primary school students, with identified language difficulties. 

At the centre, eligible students between kindergarten and year 2 are provided with comprehensive and specific 
programs of support by a multidisciplinary team. They focus on the child’s language and communication abilities, 
and include specific programs on vocabulary, comprehension, phonological awareness and other areas. Ultimately, 
these teams are working to ensure that these children develop positive learning strategies to support their individual 
needs and improve their overall learning outcomes. They also work closely with schools and family members so that, 
ultimately, when the children leave the centre and go into year 3, the transition to mainstream schooling is positive. 

Tonight I thank the staff and students at the North East Metropolitan Language Development Centre for the invitation 
to visit, and congratulate them on the wonderful awareness day they held last week. DLD is not always well 
understood, and we know that sometimes people wrongly assume that a child with a learning difficulty, whether it is 
DLD or some other disorder, is inattentive or poorly behaved, and there is a range of other misconceptions. I have 
always believed, and I am sure that belief would be shared by every member in this house, that those misconceptions 
always need to be challenged and learning difficulties must be better understood across the wider community. 
There is no doubt that, over time, attitudes are changing, but I think most sincerely that awareness-raising activities 
are important to improve people’s overall understanding of learning difficulties and issues faced by children. 
Tonight I want to play a little part in raising awareness in Parliament of this important issue by adding my support 
for those children at the centre and all children who have developmental language disorder, and for those who work 
in this critical area. 
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